
De verdwijning van de Erasmusbrug
Voor de openingsfestiviteiten van de Erasmusbrug in Rotterdam is, i.s.m Daniël 

van der Velden, het idee om de Erasmusbrug tijdens de openingsceremonie  

tijdelijk te laten verdwijnen tot leven gewekt.

Voor de gelegenheid is de illusionist Tony d’Amato bedacht. Het gerucht is in 

verschillende dagbladen en radioprogramma’s als serieus nieuws opgenomen.

Al tijdens het faxen van het eerste persbericht, om de verdwijning van de Eras-

musbrug tot leven te roepen, las de nieuwsomroeper van Stads Radio Rotterdam 

het persbericht bijna letterlijk op.

Dit succes was mede te danken aan het door ons gefingeerde artikel uit Magi-

cians Monthly, dat we met het persbericht meestuurden.

The Vanishing of the Erasmus Bridge
We had the idea of making the Erasmus Bridge vanish during its opening cer-

emony. Therefore we spread the rumour that the vanishing would happen and 

invented the magician Tony d’Amato to perform this almost impossible trick. 

The fake event was taken seriously by the media and was reported in several 

newspapers and radio shows.

In collaboration with Daniël van der Velden.
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PRESS RELEASE
Number of pages (including this one): 2

Rotterdam, June 3, 1996

Rotterdam’s Erasmus Bridge Disappears Briefly
To highlight the big public festival accompanying the opening of Rotterdam’s new Erasmus 
Bridge, American magician Tony d’Amato will make the bridge vanish for a short period of 
time.

This spectacular event is an initiative of Rotterdam artists Daniel van der Velden and Frank 
de Bruijn. The event is part of a larger series of works in which existing architecture is being 
manipulated.

The temporary disappearance will take place on September 4, 1996, the day of the bridge’s offi-
cial opening. For the vanishing, Tony d’Amato will be assisted by a 25 man strong team. In the 
United States, d’Amato is famous for his vanishing acts: dozens of buildings and trucks disap-
pearing without trace have thrilled American audiences coast to coast. 
In 1995, Tony d’Amato received the Tulsa Prize, one of America’s most important  awards for 
illusionists.
The Erasmus Bridge project has been in preparation since February of this year; digital studies 
of the forthcoming feat have been meticulously analysed in the computer animation studios of 
Stretchpoint Multimedia of Los Angeles. The d’Amato team are currently carrying out technical 
research in Rotterdam. D’Amato himself will arrive in Rotterdam at the beginning of august to 
take control of last minute details and the final event.

The disappearance of the bridge is a new addition  to the programme of special events planned 
for the day. D’Amato will execute the spectacle just before the concert of pianist Wibi Soerjadi, 
the ‘sail-by’ of ships that were used in the building process, and the maiden voyage of the new 
Boeing 767 ‘Erasmus Bridge’. 
Tony d’Amato is available to talk to the press from mid-August.

For more information contact: Bureau Tijdelijke Verdwijning Erasmusbrug. 
P.O. Box 21628 3001 AP Rotterdam, the Netherlands. Telephone 0031 10 466 95 39 or 
Telefax 0031 10 466 77 25. opening hours mon - fri 10.00 AM - 1.00 PM.
Included (page 2): Interview with Tony d’Amato, Magicians Monthly February 1996













Havenloods datum onbekend




